
Second grade teacher in a
mid-western rural school
21 second grade students in a
mainstream class

P A R T I C I P A N T S

Assessment of student literacy
outcomes

O B J E C T I V E S

Lucky Little Learners aims to serve and support teachers by
providing them with high-quality, research-aligned, engaging
curriculum. The company mission is to bring our teaching
community together in pursuit of connection, happiness, and
growth as we provide the highest-quality resources possible to
empower a better everyday life for elementary teachers.

EXPLORING THE EFFICACY OF
THE LUCKY TO LEARN PHONICS
CURRICULUM IN SECOND GRADE

     Second grade is an important year for developing literacy skills in students. During this
stage, they are building on their foundational reading abilities, including phonemic
awareness and phonics, and starting to apply these skills to read and understand text
more fluently. With the current focus on research-based teaching practices in education,
it's crucial to ensure that phonics instruction in second grade is both effective and
engaging.
     At this particular school and many others, the teachers have faced challenges in
engaging second-grade students with research-based phonics instruction in the past.
Lucky Little Learners partnered with this school to provide access to a phonics curriculum
that aligns with research findings. Our goal was to not only capture the students' interest
but also empower our teachers, ultimately helping our students develop stronger
foundational literacy skills and reading abilities.

     This proposal outlines a case study designed to investigate the effectiveness and
impact of implementing the Lucky to Learn Phonics curriculum with a second grade class. 
     The case study utilized a mixed-methods research design, incorporating both
quantitative assessments of student literacy outcomes in phonics and reading, and
qualitative analysis of teacher experiences and classroom dynamics. The study spanned
an academic year, allowing for comprehensive data collection and analysis.
     Our primary objectives included evaluating the impact of the Lucky to Learn curriculum
on students' phonics skills and overall reading outcomes. Additionally, we sought to
understand how teachers perceive the curriculum's effectiveness, its alignment with
research-based practices, and its ability to engage students in second-grade classrooms.
     The findings from this case study hold the potential to inform educators, administrators,
and curriculum developers about the viability of the Lucky to Learn Phonics curriculum as a
tool for enhancing literacy education in second grade. Furthermore, it can contribute
valuable insights into the broader discourse surrounding research-aligned teaching
practices and their implications for student learning outcomes.
     Ultimately, this research endeavored to provide evidence to support informed decision-
making regarding the adoption and implementation of the Lucky to Learn Phonics
curriculum, thereby striving to improve literacy education in the critical second-grade
year.

P R O J E C T  A B S T R A C T

P R O B L E M  S T A T E M E N T

     The Lucky to Learn Phonics curriculum was authored and developed by a group of
highly experienced educators who have devoted significant time to the study of literacy
and the science of reading. Drawing upon their classroom expertise and capacity to
effectively engage students, this curriculum was meticulously crafted. In our case study, a
second-grade teacher sought to align her instructional practices with the principles of the
science of reading, and saw an opportunity to implement the Lucky to Learn Phonics
curriculum.
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“The data doesn’t lie! I also know how hard the LLL team works to research, design, and
plan for these lessons! They are truly created BY teachers FOR teachers AND kids! It

seems like many others are research based, but they leave out the reality pieces. LLL
does not! I am confident in saying LLL is the only way!” - Classroom Teacher



H i there!
Thank you so much for downloading my 
Lucky to Learn Phonics curriculum! This 
document will help you get started 
using the resource.

HELPFUL TIPS:
• Download the files to your computer. Open the PDF files with Adobe 

Reader. If you do not have the most current version of Adobe Reader 
installed, you can get it for free here. 

• This navigation page will be useful if you would like to download lesson by 
lesson.

• There are both PDF and PowerPoint versions of the teaching slides. You 
can upload the PowerPoint to your Google Drive if you would like to use 
them as Google Slides.

--- Angie

FAQs:
Q: How do I know this is aligned to the science of reading (SOR)?
A: This resource was developed by a team of master teachers who hold graduate degrees in literacy, and have 
completed training such as LETRs, Orton-Gillingham, and Reading Science Academy. Two of them have even been the 
trainers for these programs! This team also has decades of classroom experience teaching phonics & reading in the 
early grades. 

Q: Do I need any training before using this curriculum?
A: While we always encourage professional development, we have made this program easy to implement no matter 
how much SOR training you may or may not have received.

Q: What do I need to be able to implement this program in my classroom?
A: The activities require common classroom materials. We included a supply guide if you do need to grab some things!

Q: How much time do I need to schedule for these lessons?
A: Each lesson is designed to take about 30 minutes of your literacy block. 

Q: Is this a complete curriculum or a supplement?
A: This is a complete curriculum! However, if you are required to use something different, the activities included make 
for great supplements to boost student engagement & learning.

If you have other questions, please email allaccess@luckylittlelearners.com and we will be happy to answer them!

https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://shop.luckylittlelearners.com/lucky-to-learn-phonics-navigation-page/
mailto:allaccess@luckylittlelearners.com


Lucky to Learn
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This is the science of reading aligned, explicit, systematic, and 
engaging phonics curriculum you’ve been looking for! 

Why?

Wanting your  
students to be 
engaged?
These lessons & 
activities will guide 
students to be 
successful with 
their learning, 
while also keeping 
them engaged!

Looking for an explicit & 
systematic phonics program?

We’ve done the heavy lifting with a  
scope & sequence, lesson plans, 
and teaching slides that will help 

guide you through each day!
© Lucky Little Learners

This resource can also be used as a supplement to 
other phonics programs. Includes: teaching 

slides, lesson plans, word lists, decodable 
passages, word sorts, worksheets, 

centers, anchor charts, word
ladders, fold-n-decode 

booklets, and 
SO much more!

Are you wanting 
to use phonics 

best practices?
This resource will 

help you bring 
your SOR and 
other reading 

training to life in 
your classroom 

easily & effortlessly!



Extensions

Supplemental practice

Interventions

Tier 1 instructionPhonics block

Small groups



LUCKY TO LEARN PHONICS UNITS
Unit 1: Short Vowels
Unit 2: Blends
Unit 3: Digraphs
Unit 4: Silent E
Unit 5: Vowel Teams
Unit 6: Other Vowels
Unit 7: Other Consonants
Unit 8: Syllables

ü Unit overviews ü Lesson plans

ü Phonics survey ü Teaching slides

ü Teacher glossary ü Lesson characters

ü Anchor charts ü Word & picture cards

ü Word lists & blending lines ü Word sorts

ü Decodable passages ü Quick reads

ü Decodable poems ü Heart words resources

ü Word ladders ü Phoneme posters

ü Centers ü Scope & sequence

ü Fold-n-decode booklets ü Additional activities

CURRICULUM INCLUDES:

FOR GRADES  1  AND 2

Click the unit name to go to the 
resources!

https://shop.luckylittlelearners.com/all-access-series/lucky-to-learn-phonics-short-vowels/
https://shop.luckylittlelearners.com/all-access-series/lucky-to-learn-phonics---blends/
https://shop.luckylittlelearners.com/all-access-series/lucky-to-learn-phonics---digraphs/
https://shop.luckylittlelearners.com/all-access-series/lucky-to-learn-phonics---silent-e/
https://shop.luckylittlelearners.com/all-access-series/lucky-to-learn-phonics---vowel-teams/
https://shop.luckylittlelearners.com/all-access-series/lucky-to-learn-phonics---other-vowels/
https://shop.luckylittlelearners.com/all-access-series/lucky-to-learn-phonics---other-consonants/
https://shop.luckylittlelearners.com/all-access-series/lucky-to-learn-phonics---syllables/
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Clear lesson 
objective

List of materials

Quick warm-up in 
each lesson

Phonological 
awareness 

activation in 
each lesson

Explicit 
instruction for 

letters & soundsWord reading & 
building 
activities

1st & 2nd grade 
options

Suggested 
times

Dictation & encoding 
practice

Decodable text 
application in 
each lesson

Teaching slides 
included for each part 

of the lesson



Guide students 
through each 
lesson with an 
easy-to-follow, 
attractive, and
kid-friendly 
slide format.



Activate 
phonemic 

awareness in 
each lesson.



Explicit instruction for letter-sound 
correspondences.

🔗



Daily opportunities 
for students to 

blend words with 
the target skill!



Hands-on, differentiated 
word building activities 

to build students’ 
orthographic mapping. 



Help students apply the phonics skills 
into their spelling and writing with 
word and sentence-level dictation!



Differentiated decodable passages 
and poems to get kids applying what 

they learn to their reading!



Multiple activities to use for small 
groups, extensions, & interventions!



All the resources 
to help you be a 
rockstar reading 
teacher without 
losing your mind!



TERMS OF USE:
©Lucky Little Learners, LLC 2013  By purchasing and/or 
downloading this electronic file, you agree to the terms 
of use stated below. For personal use/single classroom 
use only. No part of this document may be copied, sold 
or edited without the direct permission from the author. 
Violations are subject to the penalties of the Digital 
Millennium Act. To purchase additional sharing 
licenses, please visit my store. All contents of this 
document are under copyright protection including all 
text, graphics, content, and fonts. All graphics and fonts 
are also protected by copyright from their original 
author/artist.  For any questions, you can contact us at 
customerservice@luckylittlelearners.com

THANK YOU FOR DOWNLOADING!
Terms of Use Let’s Connect

About the Author

All Access Membership Graphics & Fonts

Angie Olson has many years of classroom experience teaching grades 
kindergarten, first, and second grade.  She earned her master’s degree in 
mathematics and has presented for a variety of conferences at the 
national, state, and local levels.  Over the years, Angie has employed 
teachers to help with Lucky Little Learners.  She is proud of her talented 
team who strives to support the teaching community with her.  Lucky Little 
Learners has created over 600 resources and is one of the top primary 
sellers on Teachers Pay Teachers.

Upgrade here

Pssst… are you on a monthly membership 
and want to have access for the full year?
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